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A'-t'tiiiJ  ]Ji]itifti  J/itii/  (tiid   D'li-i  i-t,,r. 

Sir,  I  lm\c  tin'  liuMiuir  to  ^iiliinit  lirivwit  li  the  amiual  iirclimiiKu-v 
statistical  statfiiHMit  ot'  tlif  iiiiiicral  |iro(lurticpii  of  (_'aiiacla  (mi-  I'.miI. 

Altli(iiii,'li  till'  ti;;uri's  f.'iv('ii  lifi'cwitli  :\rt\  \\<  ^tattMJ,  '-iilijcci  to 
rr'visinii,'  tlii'v  may  still  Ix'  taki'ti  as  a  \riv  close  aiiiiroxiinatioii  to 
lliosi-  uliic-h  will  !«'  irivcii  ill  the  ttiial  rc|ioi-t. 

Till'  cniii]ili'tcil  annual  fcport  will  t'olliAV  later,  ami  hesiiles  eoir 
taiiiiiiL,' a  re\  ise  of  till'  i.'eiiei-al  titlile  of  ]iri«luctioii.  "ill  iiicluile  other 
<letails  relatini,'  to  ex|iloratioiis,  ilese|ii|,iiieiit,  exports.  imi"iits,  etc. 
As  imicli  of  this  iiiformatiim  is  not  a\ailalile  till  se\eral  months  after 
the  close  of  the  year,  anil  the  com|iilation  anil  juintin;;  necessarily 
occupy  some  time,  it  cannot  lie  completeil  until  "dl  on  in  the  \cai- 
follow  Iiil;  the  one  eovereii. 

I  am,  sir, 

^'our  olieilient  servant, 

KLIliR'    l)Hi;\V    INC  ALL. 
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It  is  L'lHtit'viiii;  !n  Hole  that  tlir  \ahie  >><i  the  iiiiiitiiil  )>ii  whiet  inn  c  .t' 
t  lie  cniiiiiix  still  iiior.ises,  (u  it «  it  hstniiiliiiL;  a  emisideralili'  t'allni;;  ntV 
ill  thi  -iilil  .iiit|iul.  The  eniuth  shnwii  is  cciuiNaleiit  in  neaiiy  >  p.  i-. 
ail  litii.ii  111  the  tiit.il  wihic  t'nr  I'.mo.  This  is  uf  rniiisc  a  iiiin  h  -mailer 
|ilii|iiiTtiniial  ilicfcasf  than  thnsc  sjiiiwii  (iiirilii.Mhe  |ire\iiiiis  trw  years, 
liUt  it  is  elleiilllai.'illi.'  In  linij  that  it  is  ilue  tu  the  lai-ee  exiiailsimi  lit 
the  iiiiii'e  [leniiaiieiit  mineral  iinlusti  ies,  siieli  as  the  iiietallie,  in<  luilitii; 
ii'iili  sineltiiiL'.  "  it  h  enal.  euUc,  a  sliest  Us,  ete..  amniiu'st  the  null  metal  lie. 
-Ml  aliiii;;  the  line  the  exiileiice  nt'  tills   muwtli  has  lieeii  i|iiite  iiiarkeil. 
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•  ■ral  iiiihi-.rric^  ihat  aiv  unw  lircMmini.'  ^ucli  a  t'ai-tni'  in  the  ciiininiirial 
litV  ot  the  cnunirv.  Lea  \  in:;  tin-  ^'ukori  di-trii-t  (lUt  of  r(.n>i.iciaiiiin. 
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iieai-ly  II  |i.  I'.,  w  hile  the  stiuctuial  materials  rcniiin  alxait  the  -.a me. 
'i"he  total  \alue  of  till'  mineral  proiiuctiou  of  Canada  since  1,<,<(1,  v  hen 
I  he  statistics  were  lirst  otlicially  compiled,  was  liut  .i  little  over  one 
sc\entli  what  it  is  to-ilay,  altlinui;h  the  population  has  only  increased 
17  ]K  c.  in  that  time.  The  per  cajiita  \aluc  is  now  .-••1  l'.'.I'J  as  compared 
vv  ith  ■■^-.ll.'l  in   I  ^S(). 
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luetallif.u-ous  class  with  c.ial  and  coke,  omm-  SOp.  c.  of  the  value  is 
accounted  for. 

The  following  t.ilile  ei^es  the  relatixe  contriliutions  to  the  ;;iand 
total  of  the  dili'ereut  mineral  industries.  .V  c(anparison  of  the  two 
years  u'iicn  will  „how  manv  interestiiiL:-  features. 
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In  (ru/d.  ac-icnliiig  t(i  thi'  ti<;iiivs  kimlly  t'liniislied  \>y  the  United 
States  mints  of  imivhiises  of  ;rold  from  tiie  Canadian  Yukon,  tiiere  was 
a  eonsideralile  fallini,' citrof  over  II'  per  cent,  this  years  vield  iH^ini; 
less  by  .S4,l'7r),0()<i.  This  «as  partly  oli'set,  however',  liy  aninerease  of 
ahnost  .•«l.(l(l(»,(l()(l  i„  the  output  of  British  Columbia  -old.  In  the 
other  provini-es  ther'e  were  no  eonsiderahle  elianf,'es. 

In  Si/fri;  whilst  the  proportional  inerease  in  (|uantity  is  fair,  there 
is  less  to  reeord  for  the  \alue.  on  account  of  the  lower  prices. 

In  /,. ,((/  the  decrease  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  ditliculties  encountered 
by  the  operators  of  ihe  Hritish  Columbia  mines,  which  pi'od need  all 
but  a  v<My  .snudl  ipiantity  of  Ihe  output.  \ot  only  w. ■re  the  pi'ii cs  for 
the  year  lower,  but  the  industry  was  seriously  cripjiled  by  the  ditti 
culties  encount.'i-ed  in  pintitably  marlsetim.'  the  ores  with  the  smeltei-s 
in  the  I'nifed  ."sfati'^. 

!'"/'/,■,■ :  ConmiericiriL' as  lliey  did  in  the  laltei- pait  -f  l-ecemlicr, 
lilid,  the  low  prices  for  this  metal  hardly  alVect.d  tiie  lij.'ures  of  pro 
duction.  The  (mtput  shoued  a  very  laru'e  increase  o\ei'  that  of  I'.liio. 
In  the  Sudbury  dislri.t. if  Onlaiiu,  the  amount  of  thecopp,.,  i-onlained 
in  the  shipments  ,,f  mati,.  uas  -ivaler  li\  o%er  'Si  percent.  Hriti^h 
Columbi.i  produced  o\er'  tloee  times   th,.   anrouirt  ci-cdiled  to  it  dunn.r 
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